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NAVAJO-HOPI LAND DISPUTE

SETTLEMENT ACT OF 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY II
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, September 28, 1996

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to express concerns regarding
specific provision included in S. 1973 and to
raise concerns about the process involving the
consideration of this measure.

Congressional consideration of S. 1973, a
measure introduced by Senator McCAIN which
implements a consensual resolution of the
Navajo-Hopi land dispute, during the final
hours of this Congress is unfortunate. This
measure has been the subject of no hearings
in either the House or Senate and is being
passed with relatively little or no public discus-
sion.

At a time when the American public is call-
ing on legislators to reform the way in which
Washington handles its business, we ought
not be relying on what amounts to as a
closed-door process to pass legislation. There
ought to be a better way of doing business. If
S. 1973 merits passage, then the House
should have considered the bill in a deliberate
and conscientious manner, and not in the last
remaining minutes of the legislative session.

I am also concerned that S. 1973 goes far
beyond the scope of the terms of the Hopi-
Navajo Settlement Agreement. In a letter to
Senator McCAIN, the Department of Justice
states:

Two provisions of the bill deviate from the
terms of the Settlement Agreement. The 85
percent threshold for the taking of land into
trust by the Secretary pursuant to Section
7(a) of the Settlement Agreement, as set
forth in Section 5(2)(A) of S. 1973, is more
than the 75 percent requirement agreed to in
the Settlement Agreement. We understand
that this percentage has been revised so that
lands will be taken into trust of the Hopi
only after the Secretary of the Interior has
ensured that the percentage of eligible Nav-
ajo heads of household who remain on the
Hopi Partitioned Lands without legal au-
thority is at 15 percent or less, rather than 25
percent or less. Accordingly, to the extent
that 15 percent or fewer of the eligible Nav-
ajo heads of household are on the Hopi Parti-
tioned Lands in trespass, the conditions set
out in Section 5(2)(A) will have been met.

Furthermore, while the administration sup-
ports passage of S. 1973, the Department of
Justice would prefer that the language of the
bill not alter the terms of the agreement
achieved consensually by the parties.

In closing, I would like to share concerns
raised by several members of the Sovereign
Dineh Nation about the settlement agreement
process itself. These Sovereign Dineh Nation
members object to what they feel has been a
heavy-handed ratification of an agreement
which threatens their current way of life. The
consideration of S. 1973 without adequate
congressional hearing adds insult to injury to
the concerns of the Sovereign Dineh Nation
members.

The Sovereign Dineh Nation members be-
lieve the referendum process was unfair and
manipulative, and they intend to pursue the
matter in U.S. Federal courts.

While I cannot comment on the substance
of these concerns, I do believe that S. 1973

should have received more consideration by
the Congress.
f

VETERANS’ HEALTH CARE
ELIGIBILITY REFORM ACT OF 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, September 28, 1996

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I am very
proud to stand in support of H.R. 3118, and
praise the work of Veterans Committee Chair-
man BOB STUMP. I am especially pleased that
a provision I pledged to support has been in-
cluded in this important legislation. Because of
the work of Representative JERRY WELLER and
Representative TIM HUTCHINSON and his Vet-
erans’ Hospital subcommittee, hospitals in my
district will now be given the opportunity to
contract with the VA for local hospital care and
medical services so that veterans in north-
central Illinois will have improved access to
quality health care.

This is a great victory for one group of vet-
erans in particular, because for years they
have had inadequate access to veterans’
health care. Today, LaSalle County veterans
cannot go to their local doctor and hospital. In-
stead, because of outdated Washington Regu-
lations, they are often forced to drive hours to
Chicago and stand in long lines to receive
needed health care. Such rules cost us time
and money and it’s time we change them. The
bill we adopted today will make it possible to
open an outpatient VA clinic in LaSalle County
so that over 13,000 eligible veterans and their
families can receive care in their home com-
munities.

I promised at a Veterans Committee field
hearing in April that I would see this measure
passed, and I’ve kept that promise. Our veter-
ans answered the call when our Nation need-
ed them. Today, Congress answers the call of
veterans who are in need of our help.
f

HONORING STEPHEN J. JEROME,
PRESIDENT, MONROE COLLEGE

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 30, 1996

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, a true success
story of the Bronx is Monroe College and its
president, Stephen J. Jerome. The college
was founded in 1933.

This year Mr. Jerome celebrates his 30th
anniversary at the school with the New York
State Board of Regents authorizing its con-
firming baccalaureate degrees and the school
dedicating King Hall, a 100,000-square-foot
building housing offices for student services as
well as the learning center, gymnasium and
cafeteria. Mr. Jerome, who was raised in the
Bronx, joined the school in 1966 as an instruc-
tor and was named president in 1978.

He is fond of saying that Monroe changes
people’s lives. The extent of that change can
be seen in an enrollment comprising students
from more than 40 countries, many of whom
are first generation college attendees or recent
immigrants. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to salute
Stephen J. Jerome and Monroe College.

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN
HAROLD FORD

HON. WILLIAM (BILL) CLAY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 30, 1996

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
rise in tirbute to my distinguished colleague
from Tennessee, the Honorable HAROLD
FORD, as he prepares to retire from the U.S.
House of Representatives. Congressman
FORD has dedicated his life to public service.
He was elected to the Tennessee State Legis-
lature at the age of 25. He served two terms
in that body and in 1974 was elected to rep-
resent the residents of Tennessee’s Ninth
Congressional District. HAROLD FORD was the
first and is the only African-American Ten-
nessean ever elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives.

HAROLD FORD has been a staunch defender
of justice and equality. He has shown a spe-
cial dedication to representing the needs of
the underprivileged and has left his signature
on our Nation’s welfare and employment pro-
grams.

In 1981 Congressman FORD was named
chairman of the House Ways and Means Sub-
committee on Public Assistance and Unem-
ployment Compensation. Through his commit-
tee work, Chairman FORD fought to improve
economic opportunities for the poor, He au-
thored the Family Support Act of 1988, a pro-
gram to increase education and training op-
portunities for AFDC recipients. Throughout
his tenure Congressman FORD has fought to
preserve the Federal role in administering do-
mestic programs such as Aid to Families with
Dependent Children, public housing, public
education, and job training.

HAROLD FORD has been a truly effective po-
litical leader whose dedication to representing
the people of Memphis cannot be overstated.
Congressman FORD was instrumental in es-
tablishing several youth training programs in
Memphis including Jobs Corps and Youth Fair
Chance. He also gave vital support to local
economic development projects in Memphis
such as the Central Station renovation.

Representative FORD is a man of determina-
tion and spirit who has maintained his courage
and equanimity in the face of trial and adver-
sity. He has faced racism and injustice and
these challenges have only strengthened his
resolve to fight for equality.

Congressman FORD is a member of a family
that has demonstrated a special commitment
to public service. His great-grandfather served
as a squire during the Post-Reconstruction
Era in Tennessee. HAROLD FORD’s brothers
also serve in public office in the State of Ten-
nessee. John Ford is a State senator, Joe
Ford is a Memphis City Council member and
Dr. James Ford is a Shelby County commis-
sioner. Representative FORD’s son, Harold
Ford, Jr. is this year’s Democratic nominee to
succeed his father in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, it has been my privilege to
serve beside HAROLD FORD in the U.S. House
of Representatives. He has been a loyal public
servant and the people of Tennessee and our
Nation will long benefit from his many con-
tributions. HAROLD FORD and his wife Dorothy
have been valuable friends; Carol and I will
miss them dearly. I wish him godspeed as he
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